The spinach grew very fast. One day he sur-
prised his mother by bringing in a basketful of
spinach.
"Oh, my!" she said. "I didn't even know you
had planted spinach. I can't buy it fresh like this
in the store/'
She washed the leaves carefully and cooked it
only a few minutes. "This is the best spinach I
have ever tasted/' his father said.
Most exciting was the day when Tom brought
in his first ripe tomato. It was big enough for a
lettuce and tomato salad for them all.
All summer Tom kept bringing in fresh vege-
tables from the garden. Sometimes his mother
would make a vegetable soup. Sometimes she
would^chop raw carrots, cabbage, and apples to-
gether for a salad. Sometimes she cooked carrots
and peas together.
By October most of the vegetables were gone.
Only some green tomatoes and yellow pumpkins
were still on the vines.
When frost came, Tom picked the green toma-
toes and put them on the window sill in the
kitchen. There they slowly became ripe in the sun.
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